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Zubayr. He asked (al-Zubayr) the same thing and he replied
““Uthmian.” Then {'Abd al-Rahmién} summoned Sa‘'d and said,
“Whom do you advise me [to support], as we two are not
candidates for (the caliphate)?”” He replied, “"Uthman.” On the
third night, (Abd al-Rahmin) called, “Miswar!” I replied, At
your service!” (‘Abd al-Rahmin) exclaimed, “You are asleep,
when I have not slept for three [nights]! Go and call ‘Ali and
‘Uthman for me. Miswar continued his account: I said, “Which
shall I call first, uncle?”” He replied, “Whichever one you wish.”
So I left and came to ‘Ali—and he was the one I favored [for the
caliphate]—and said, “Will you come to speak with my uncle?”
(‘Ali) said, “Did he send you to anyone else?” I replied that he
had also sent me to ‘Uthman. ['Ali} said, “Which one of us did
he order you to come to first?” I replied, “I asked him and he
told me whichever one I wished. So I came to you first—you
were the one I favored.” So he came with me and we reached the
place where people sit (al-maqa‘id), and ‘Ali took his seat there.
I went in to see ‘Uthmén and found him performing the witr
prayer as dawn came up.”®? I asked him if he would come to
speak with my uncle. ("Uthmin) in turn asked me, “Did he send
you to anyone else?” I replied that he had also sent me to ‘Ali.
(‘Uthman) said, “Which one of us did he order you to come to
first?” I replied, ““I asked him and he told me whichever one I
wished. ‘Ali is where the people sit.” So he came with me and
we all went in to see my uncle who was standing in the giblah,
praying. He left [his prayers] when he saw us, then he turned to
‘Ali and ‘Uthmin and said, “I have asked about you and about
others. I find that the people regard no one as equal to you two.
Will you, ‘Ali, give me your oath of office based on God’s Book,
the practice of His Prophet, and the deeds of Abu Bakr and
‘Umar?” (‘Ali) replied, “Indeed no, but [only} based on my own
cffort in all this and in accordance with my own ability.” (‘Abd
al-Rahmin) turned to 'Uthmin and said, “Will you give me
your oath of office based on God’s Book, the practice of His
Prophet, and the deeds of Abi Bakr and ‘Umar?” {'Uthmin)
said, “Indeed yes.” Then (‘Abd al-Rahmin) made a sign with his

‘ 762. T}ku’z odd number of prostrations performed in prayer at night. See SEI, s.v.
Wensinck).
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hand to his shoulders’®® and said, “If you will come this way!"’
S-. we got up and went to the ' mosque where someone gave out
the cry, “Everyone in for prayer!”’®* ‘Uthmin [later] said, “I
held back, embarrassed by his haste to join "Ali. I was at the
back of the mosque.” ‘Abd al-Rahman appeared wearing the
very turban that the Messenger of God had put on him and
carrying his sword. He went up into the minbar where he stood
for a long time. Then he said a prayer that the people did not
hear.

(‘Abd al-Rahmin) then spoke, “O people, I have questioned
you in secret and openly on the question of [who will be] your
leader. I have found that none of you regard [anyone else] as
equal to one of these two, ‘Ali or ‘Uthman. Come forward to
me, ‘Ali.” He did so and stood beneath the minbar. ‘Abd al-
Rahman took his hand and said, “Will you give me your oath of
office based on God'’s Book, the practice of His Prophet, and the
deeds of Abii Bakr and ‘Umar?”” He replied, “No, but based on
my own effort in all this and in accordance with my own
ability.” {‘Abd al-Rahman) let go of {'Ali’s) hand and called out,
“Come forward to me, ‘Uthman.” He took him by his hand, as
("Uthman) stood where ‘Ali had stood, and said, “Will you give
me your oath of office based on God'’s Book, the practice of His
Prophet, and the deeds of Abi Bakr and ‘Umar?” (‘Uthman|
replied, “Indeed yes!” So (‘Abd al-Rahman) stretched right up
to the ceiling of the mosque, his hand still in ‘Uthman’s
hand. Then he said, “O God, hear and bear witness! O God, I
have placed what was my own responsibility in all this upon
‘Uthman.” The people crowded round -to give ‘Uthman the
oath of allegiance, until they reached him at the minbar. ‘Abd
al-Rahman sat down where the Prophet sat in the minbar, and
he sat ‘Uthmin down on the second step. The people began to
give him the oath of allegiance, but ‘Ali excused himself. ‘Abd
al-Rahmin quoted, “He who breaks his word, does so to his own
detriment; he who keeps the agreement he has made with God,
He will bring him a great reward.”’®® Then ‘Ali came back,

763. Thus signifying that they should walk on either side of him.
764. Arabic, al-saldtu jami’ah. See Dozy, Supplément, |, 216-17.
765. Qur'dn, XLVHI:xo.
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pushing his way through the people, and gave the oath of
allegiance, saying, '‘Deceit! What deceit!”

‘Abd al-‘Azi2’® said, ““The reason for ‘Ali's mentioning
deceit was simply that ‘Amr b. al-‘As had met ‘Ali during the
period the electoral council was meeting and said, "Abd al-
Rahmain is striving hard. The more you show [your) firm resolu-
tion, the less keen he is (that you be appointed). But [the more
you say you will act according to} (your) effort and ability, the
keener he is (that you be appointed). Then (‘Amr b. al-‘Ag} met
‘Uthman and said, “Abd al-Rahman is striving hard. He will
indeed give you his oath of allegiance only because of firm
resolution. So accept (the offer).’ It was for this reason that ‘Ali
mentioned deceit.”’6’

Then {'Abd al-Rahman) went off with 'Uthmian to the house
of Fatimah bt. Qays, where he sat down with the people. Al-
Mughirah b. Shu‘bah got up to make a speech, with ‘Ali sitting
there, ‘Praise be to God, Abia Muhammad, who has granted you
success! There was indeed no one other than ‘Uthmain for (the
caliphate).” ‘Abd al-Rahman said, “This is none of your business,
Ibn al-Dabbagh! I could give my own oath of allegiance to no one
without your saying what you have just said about him!”

Then ‘Uthmin sat at the side of the mosque and called for
‘Ubaydallah b. ‘Umar, who was confined in the house of Sa‘'d b.
Abi Waqqgas. He is the one from whose hand the sword had been
snatched after he had killed Jufaynah,’®® al-Hurmuzan, and the
daughter of Abia Lu'lu’ah, saying that he was going to kill some
of those who were involved in shedding his father's blood,
alluding to both the Emigrants and the Helpers. Sa‘'d had
jumped up against him, snatched the sword from his hand and
tugged at his hair until he had him on the ground. He held him
prisoner in his own house until ‘Uthman brought him out.
‘Uthmain said to a group of Emigrants and Helpers, “Give me
your advice on [what to do with] this man who has brought

766. The father of Sulaymin, sec the chain of authorities, p. 154, above.

767. ‘Amr later appeared as Mu'dwiyah’s arbitrator against Abii Miisi al-
Ash'ari, 'Ali's arbitrator, after $iffin in 38/659. It appears from this text that he
had long been against ‘Al

768. Jufaynah was a Christian slave from al-Hirah, see p. 163, below.
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