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The Events of the Year 23 153

allegiance. ‘Ali said, “You have always been partial in his
favor!’*® This is not the first time you have banded together
against us. But {my course is] comely patience and God’s help is
to be asked against what you describe.””*” You have appointed
‘Uthman only so that the rule will come back to you. ‘Every day
God exercises power.’ "8 ‘Abd al-Rabman retorted, “Do not lay
yourself open to criticism, ‘Ali. I have looked into the matter
and consulted the people. They regard no one as the equal of
‘Uthman.” ‘Ali left, saying, “[God’s] decree will come in its
time!” Al-Miqdid said, “You have indeed, ‘Abd al-Rahmin,
passed up the one who makes decisions based ‘on the truth and
thereby acts justly.’”’*® (‘Abd al-Rahman) replied, “I have
indeed exerted all my efforts for the Muslims, Miqdad.” (The
former) said, “If you sincerely did what you did for God’s sake,
may He reward you as He does those who do good.” [But] al-
Miqdad said, "I have never seen such things as have been visited
upon the people of this house after the death of their Prophet. I
am amazed at Quraysh that they have abandoned someone who
cannot be matched in my opinion in knowledge and the ability
to act justly. What indeed if I were to find supporters against
‘Uthmin!” ‘Abd al-Rahman replied, “Fear God, Miqdad, I am
afraid you will cause dissension.” Someone questioned al-
Miqdad, “God have mercy upon you, who are the people of this
house and who is this man?” He replied, “The people of the
house are Bani al-Muttalib and the man is ‘Ali b. Abi Talib.”
‘Ali said, “The people are looking to Quraysh, while Quraysh
are [also] looking to their own house. (Quraysh) say that, if Bant
Hashim are put in authority over you, (the caliphate) will never
leave them; but so long as it is in the hands of |clans] other
than (Bant Hashim| of Quraysh, you will pass it around among
yourselves.”

Talhah arrived on the day on which the oath of allegiance

746. This appears to be what is meant by the Arabic habawta-hu habwa
dahrin; see Glossarium, ccxwv. Ibn "Abd Rabbih, 'Iqd, IV, 279, has habawta-hu
muhdbdtan.

747. Qur'an, XII:18.

748. Qur'an, LV:29.

749. See Qur'an, VIil:xg9, 181.
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was given to ‘Uthman., He was asked to give his own oath to
‘Uthmain, but asked, “Do all Quraysh approve of him?”” and was
told they did. He came to "Uthman and the latter said, “You
still have your options open,; if you refuse [to give me the oath of
allegiance), I shall reject (the caliphate).” Talhah said, “Will you
really reject it?” ‘Uthman replied that he would. Talhah asked,
Have all the people given you the oath of allegiance?” ‘Uthman
replied that they had. {Talhah) said, “Then I approve; I shall not
go against the general consensus.” He gave {'Uthman) the oath
of allegiance.

Al-Mughirah b. Shu‘bah said to ‘Abd al-Rahman, “You were
right to give ‘Uthman the oath of allegiance, Aba Muhammad.”
He also said to ‘Uthman, “If ‘Abd al-Rahman had given the
oath of allegiance to anyone other than you, we would not have
agreed.” But ‘Abd al-Rahman retorted, “You one-eyed liar! If I
had given anyone else the oath of allegiance, you would have
done so also and would have said what you say now.”

Al-Farazdaq said:"*°

Suhayb led the prayer for three nights; then {‘Abd al-Rahman)
handed over (the caliphate)
to Ibn ‘Affin, unlimited authority,

A caliphate [which passed on} from Aba Bakr to his colleague,
[Abi Baky] rightly guided and ["Umar] under his command—
they were [all] sincere friends.”

Al-Miswar b. Makhramah used to say, “I have never seen a man
get the better of a group of people in the matter in which they
were engaged more effectively than ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf did
of (the electoral council) in this case.”

Abii Ja'far Jal-Tabari) said: We [also] have the account of al-
Miswar b. Makhramah. According to Salm b. Junidah Abia al-
S@'ib—Sulaymian b. ‘Abd al-'Aziz b. Abi Thabit b. ‘Abd al-

750. The meter is basit. Al-Farazdaq is the famous poet, Hammam b. Ghalib
b. Sa'sa‘ah, always associated with al-Akhtal and Jarir. Al-Farazdaq died ca.
111/729. Cf. EP, s.v. [Blachere); for a more recent assessment of al-Farazdaq and
his work, see Jayyusi, “Umayyad Poetry,” 4o01ff. The poet here is eulogizing the
Umayyad caliph Yazid b. ‘Abd al-Malik and satirizing Yazid b. al-Muhallab. Cf.
al-Farazdaq, Diwdn, 1, 265.



