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The Events of the Year 23 151

liphate) on condition that I make the choice. [Even] had I not
done so and the choice had come back on me, I would not have
wanted (the caliphate). I saw myself in a dream as if in a green
meadow rich in fresh herbage.”*! A stallion camel came in—I
have never seen such a noble stallion—and passed through like
an arrow without paying attention to anything in the meadow
right to the other side without stopping. A stallion followed
him in immediately after and left the meadow. Then a fine
thoroughbred stallion entered, dragging his halter, turning right
and left, going where the other two went and leaving. Then a
fourth, a stallion camel entered and pastured in the meadow. No
indeed, T shall not be the fourth. No one can take the place of
Abi Bakr and '"Umar after their death and [then] be approved of
by the people.” Sa'd replied, “I am afraid that weakness has
overcome you. Do as you think best. You know what ‘Umar’s
death bed instructions were.”

Al-Zubayr and Sa‘'d left. {{Abd al-Rahman) sent al-Miswar b.
Makhramah for ‘Ali and talked with him in private for a long
time, {the latter) not doubting that he was to be selected for the
office [of caliph]. Then (‘Ali) left, and {‘Abd al-Rahmin) sent al-
Miswar for ‘Uthman, but the call to morning prayer interrupted
their private conversation. - |

According to ‘Amr b. Maymiin: ‘Abdallih b. ‘Umar told me,
“’Amr, anyone who tells you that he knows what ‘Abd al-
Rahman discussed with ‘Ali and "Uthman, does not know what
he is talking about! Your Lord’s decision fell on ‘Uthmin.”

When they had said the morning prayers, {'Abd al-Rahman)
convened the members {of the electoral council] and sent for all
the Emigrants and the Helpers of long standing [in Islam] and of
excellence and the military commanders who were [in Medinal].
They all assembled and there was confusion among the people
in the mosque. (‘Abd al-Rahmain) said, “People, everyone wants
those of the garrison towns to return to them, having learned

741. The text reads “Inni uritu ka-rawdatin khadrd’a” etc. Much neater is Ibn
'Abtl Rabbih, ‘Igd, IV, 278, who has Inni ra’aytu ka-anni fi rawdatin khadrd’a. 1
have translated the latter. In the anecdote that follows the first noble stallion
camel represents the Prophet, the stallion camel AbG Bakr, and the fine
thoroughbred ‘Umar. The fourth represents ‘Umar’s successor.
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who their supreme commander is.” Sa'id b. Zayd said, “We
th:nk you are worthy of (the caliphate).” He replied, “Give me
some different advice!” ‘Ammar [b. Yasir] said, “If you want
the Muslims to be in full agreement, give ‘Ali the oath of
allegiance.” Al-Miqdad b. al-Aswad said, “ ‘Ammar is right; if
you give ‘Ali the oath of allegiance, we shall say that we are in
full agreement with what you are doing.” Ibn Abi Sarh’*? said,
“If you want Quraysh to be in full agreement, give ‘Uthman the
oath of allegiance.” ‘Abdallah b. Abi Rabi‘ah said, “He is right;
if you give ‘Uthman the oath of allegiance, we shall say that
we are in full agreement with what you are doing.” ‘Ammar
upbraided Ibn Abi Sarh, saying, “When did you ever give the
Muslims any good advice?!”

Banii Hashim and Banii Umayyah’* held talks. ‘Ammar said,
“O people, God has ennobled us through His Prophet and
strengthened us through His religion. How can you take this
appointment away from those of the house of your Prophet?” A
member of Bani Makhziim’#* said, “You have gone too far, Ibn
Sumayyah! Why should you have anything to do with Quraysh
taking the leadership for themselves?””7*° Sa'd b. Abi Waqqas
said, “Get it over with, ‘Abd al-Rahman, before our people fall
into civil war.” ‘Abd al-Rahman said, “ I have looked into |the
matter] and consulted. Do not, members of the electoral council,
lay yourselves open to criticism.” He summoned ‘Ali and said,
“God’s agreement and covenant is binding on you. Will you
indeed act in accordance with God’s Book, the practice of His
Messenger and the example of the two caliphs after him?” (‘Ali)
replied, “I hope to do this and act thus to the best of my
knowledge and ability.” (‘Abd al-Rahmin} summoned ‘Uthman
and said to him the same as what he had said to ‘Ali. (‘Uthman])
replied, “Yes.” So (‘Abd al-Rahmain) gave him the oath of

742. Ibn Abi Sarh was ‘Iyad b. ‘Abdallah b. Sa'd who died ca. 100/718. See Ibn
Hajar, Tahdhib, VIII, 200-1.

743. That is, the families of ‘Ali and 'Uthman, respectively.

244. Makhziim b. Yaqazah, a tribal group |batn) of Lu'ayy b. Ghilib and Bana
Umayyah’s chief rival among Quraysh. See Zubayri, Nasab Quraysh, 299-346;
Ibn Hazm, Jamharah, 141ff., 464; Kahhédlah, Mu'jam, 1ll, 10s8. '

745. Sumayyah was a concubine, and this is therefore an insult. ‘Ammar was
not of Quraysh. See note 8, above. See also EP, s.v. “’Ammair” {Reckendorf).



