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150 The Conquest of Iran

you think has most right to (the office}?” He replied, " Ali.”
Then (‘Abd al-Rahmin) took al-Zubayr on one side and ad-
dressed him in the same way as he had ‘Ali and ‘Uthman. He
replied, *Uthman.” Then {‘Abd al-Rahman) took Sa‘d on one
side and spoke to him. He answered ¥ ‘Uthman.” ‘Ali met Sa‘'d
and quoted, ‘‘Fear God by whom you make demands one of
another, and the wombs [which bore you]. God is ever watching
you.””36 I am asking you, in the name of the relationship {rahim)
of this son of mine’®’ with the Messenger of God and that of my
paternal uncle, Hamzah,”?® with you, not to stand with ‘Abd al-
Rahmin, assisting ‘Uthman against me. [ have connections
‘Uthman does not.” ‘Abd al-Rahman went round at night
meeting the Companions of the Messenger of God and those
army commanders and nobles who arrived in Medina and con-
sulting with them. Everyone he took to one side gave him
instructions to opt for ‘Uthmin. Then on the eve of the
morning of the deadline, he came to the house of al-Miswar b.
Makhramah well into the night and woke him up, saying,
“You're asleep, when I have had very little tonight? Off you go
and summon al-Zubayr and Sa‘d!”’

So {al-Miswar) summoned them and (‘Abd al-Rahman) began
with al-Zubayr at the back of the mosque under the covering
(suffah) that adjoins the house of Marwin,”®® saying, “Let the
rule go to the sons of "Abd Manaf!""74? (Al-Zubayt) said, “I throw
in my lot with ‘Ali.” (‘Abd al-Rahman) said to Sa'd, “We are
cousins. Throw in your lot with me so that I can choose.” He
replied, “If you choose yourself, that is fine! But if you choose
‘Uthman, then I prefer to support ‘Ali. Have yourself accepted
las caliph], give us some respite and raise up our heads.” {"Abd
al-Rahman) said, “Abu Ishaq, I have withdrawn from (the ca-

736. Qur'an, IV:1,

737. The text has a singular, “son,” presumably al-Hasan, who was born from
the womb of Fatimah, the Prophet’s daughter. The parallel text of the ‘Igd {IV,
278), however, has a dual, “these two sons of mine”; viz., al-Hasan and al-
Husayn.

238. Hamzah b. 'Abd al-Muttalib, the brother of ‘Ali's father, Aba Talib.

239. This is perhaps the young Marwan b. al-Hakam, the future fourth
Umayyad caliph, who died in 65/68s.

740. That is, ‘Ali and ‘Uthman. See note 727, above.



