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The Events of the Year 23 149

them and made them get up, saying, You want to say, ‘We were
there; we were members of the electoral council.’”” The electoral
council argued about the affair and a great deal of talking went
on among them. Abii Talhah said, I was more afraid that you
would reject (the caliphate) than I was that you would compete
for it. No, by Him who has taken away ‘Umar’s soul, I shall give
you no more than the three days that you were ordered. Then I
shall sit down in my own house and see what you are up to!”
‘Abd al-Rahmain said, “Which one of you will withdraw from
the {race for the caliphate}, and undertake to appoint the best
of you?” No one answered. So he continued, “I withdraw.”
‘Uthman said, “I am the first to accept [this]. I heard the
Messenger of God say, ‘{'Abd al-Rahmin] is trustworthy on
earth and will be in heaven.’” All the members, with the
exception of ‘Ali who remained silent, expressed their approval.
So {'Abd al-Rahman) said, “What do you say, Abu al-Hasan?”’
(‘Ali) replied, "Give me your word you will consider truth
paramount, you will not follow your whim, you will not show
any preference for a relative, and you will not let the community
down.” (‘Abd al-Rahmain) said [to the others], “Give me your
solemn promises you will stand with me against anyone who
reneges [on your final decision} and you will approve of anyone I
choose for you. I impose a pact with God upon myself that I
- shall show no preference for a relative, because he is a relative,
nor shall I let down the Muslims.” He took a promise from them
and similarly gave them his word. (‘Abd al-Rahman) said to ‘Alj,
““You say you have most right of those present to the office
because of your close relationship [to the Prophet| and your long
standing in and the good deeds you have done in the cause of
Islam, and you have not, {in saying so}, said anything remote
[from the truth]. But if you were not involved in the matter and
were not here at all, whom would you think of them all has
most right to (the office)?”” He replied, **Uthmain.” {‘Abd al-
Rahmain) took ‘Uthmin on one side and said, “You say you are
a shaykh of Bani ‘Abd Manif and related to the Messenger
of God by marriage and his cousin, an excellent man of long
standing [in Islam}—and you have not said anything remote
from the truth and that (the caliphate) cannot therefore be taken
from you. But if you were not here, which of the members do
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