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The Events of the Year 23 147

‘Umar to make a decision. Let whichever party in favor of
which he makes his judgment select one of themselves. If they
do not accept ‘Abdallih b. ‘Umar’s judgment, be on the same
side as ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf. Kill the rest if they do not go
along with the general consensus.”

So they left. ‘Ali said to some Banti Hashim who were with
him, “If your people are obeyed [only] among themselves, you
will never be appointed to positions of leadership.” Al-‘Abbas
came to him, and {‘Ali) said, {The caliphate) has slipped from
us!”’3! {Al-‘Abbas) asked him how he knew. He continued,
“('Umar) paired me with ‘Uthman and told us [all} to fall in
with the majority. If two .approve of one, and two another, [he
said], we should be on the same side as ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. ‘Awf.
Sa‘'d will not go against his cousin, ‘Abd al-Rahmin, who is
related by marriage to ‘Uthman. They will all (three) agree in
their opinion. ‘Abd al-Rabmin will appoint ‘Uthman to the
caliphate, or ‘Uthman will appoint ‘Abd al-Rahman. If the other
two were with me, they would be of no benefit to me, to say
nothing of the fact that I have hope only of one of them.” Al-
"Abbas said to him, “I have never urged you to do anything
without your later responding to me by holding back in a way I
do not like. When the Messenger of God died, I ordered you to
ask him [on his death bed] who should have the rule, but you
refused. After (Muhammad’s) death I ordered you to bring the
matter to a speedy conclusion, but you refused. When ‘Umar
nominated you a member of the electoral council, I advised you
to have nothing to do with them, but you refused. Just learn one
thing from me: whenever people make you a proposal, say no,
unless they are appointing you [caliph). Watch out for these
people; they will continue to push us out of the matter jof the
caliphate] until someone else takes our [rightful] place. I swear
in God’s name, no such person will get (the caliphate) without
the help of some evil together with which no good will be of
benefit!” ‘Ali replied, “If ‘Uthman survives, 1 shall certainly
remind him of what has happened. If he dies, they will certainly
take (the caliphate) by turns among themselves. If they do, they

731. That is, Banti Hashim.
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will certainly find me in a position they do not like.” Then
l.: quoted the following verses, applying them to his own
situation:’32

I swore by the lord of the mares prancing one evening—
[but] in the morning they came, nimble, hastening to al-
Muhassab.”33

“The family of Ibn Ya'mar will certainly stand apart, facing
a bloody place, difficult to drink from, they being the sons of
al-Shuddakh.”3*

And he turned and saw Abu Talhah, but did not like his being
there. Abu Talhah said, “Nothing to be afraid of, Abu al-
I:lasan!”735

When ‘Umar died and his bier was brought out, both ‘Ali and
‘Uthmin pretended not to mind which of them would pray over
him. But ‘Abd al-Rahman said, “Both of you are candidates for
the caliphate. This matter has nothing to do with you. It is
for Suhayb whom ‘Umar appointed to lead the people in prayer
for three (nights) until they can agree on a leader.” So Suhayb
prayed over {'Umar]. When he had been buried, al-Miqdad
assembled the members of the electoral council in the house of
al-Miswar b. Makhramah—another version is that it was in the
treasury and yet another that it was in ‘A'ishah’s room with her
permission—five in all, accompanied by Ibn ‘Umar and with
Talhah |[still] absent. They ordered Abi Talhah to prevent
anyone from disturbing them. ‘Amr b. al-'As and al-Mughirah b.
Shu‘'bah arrived and sat at the door, but Sa‘d threw pebbles at

732. The meter is tawil. See Ibn al-Athir, Kdmil, III, 33.

233. A place between Mecca and Mina, nearer to the latter. Sec al-Mandsik,
602; Bilidi, Mu'jam, VIII, 43—44.

234. Ya'mar b. ‘Awf, nicknamed al-Shuddakh, was during the pre-Islamic
period one of the arbitrators of Kininah who gave a judgment between the tribes
of Khuzid'ah and Qusayy on the question of the Ka'bah. See Ibn Manzir, Lisdn,
I, 28; Zabidi, Tdj, VII, 278—79. The second line is the very tentative rendering
of
la-yakhtaliyan rahtu bni Ya'mara mari ‘an
naji ‘an banii 1-Shudddkhi wirdan musallaba.

‘Ali here emphasises his isolation in the face of opposition.
235. Abii al-Hasan is 'Ali. This seems to indicate Aba Talhah’s support for the
Alid family.



