VOLUME XIV

The Conquest of Iran

TRANSLATED BY G. REX SMITH




ISBN D-791Y4-1294%-b

" ?Dnﬂﬂ
780791412947




%

Bibliotheca Persica
Edited by Ehsan Yar-Shater

The History of al-Tabari

(Ta’rikh al-rusul wa'l-mulik)
VOLUME X1V
The Conquest of Iran

translated and annotated
by

G. Rex Smith

The University of Manchester

State University of New York Press



Published by

State University of New York Press, Albany

© 1994 State University of New York

All rights reserved

Printud in the United States of Ametrica

No part of this book may be used or reproduced

in any manner whatsoever without written permission
except in the case of brief quotations embodied in
critical articles and reviews.

For information, address the State University of New York Press,
9o State Street, Suite 700, Albany, NY 12207

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Tabari, 8387-923.
|Ta'rikh al-rusul wa-al-muliik. English. Selections|
The conguest of Iran / translated and annotated by
G. Rex Smith.

p.  cm.—(The history of al-Tabari = Ta'rikh al-rusul
wa'l-mulik; v. 14) (Bibliotheca Persica) (SUNY series in Near
Eastern studies)

Translation of extracts from: Ta'rikh al-rusul wa-al-mulak.
Includes bibliographical references {p. ) and index.
ISBN o-7914~1293~8 {alk. paper).—ISBN 0-7914~1294-6
{pbk. : alk. paper]
1. Iran—History—640-1256. 2. Islamic Empire—History—
622—661. 3. "Umar ibn al-Khattab, Caliph, d.644.
4. Caliphs—Biography. 1. Title. II. Series. I Series:
Tabari, 838?—-923. Ta'rikh al-rusul wa-al-muliik. English; 14.
IV. Series: Bibliotheca Persica (Albany, N.Y.)
DS38.2.T313 1985 vol. 14
[DS287.3)
909’1 s—dczo
[955'.02] 92~25776
Cip

10 9 8 7 6 § 4 3 2 1



The Events of the Year 23 143

receiving the revelations from him and dictating them to
them.’” 3

The Account of the Electoral Council**

According to ‘Umar b. Shabbah-—Ali b. Muhammad |[al-
Mad@'ini]—~Waki' [b. al-Jarrih}]—al-A‘mash—Ibrahim, and
Muhammad b. ‘Abdallih al-Ansari’!'>—Ibn Abi ‘Aribah”!'é—
Qatadah—Shahr b. Hawshab,”!” and Aba Mikhnaf”!8—Yisuf b.
Yazid’'*—Abi al-‘Abbas Sahl’”® and Mubarak b. Fadilah—
‘Ubaydallah b. ‘Umar, and Yunus b. Abi Ishiq’?'—Amr b.
Maymiin al-Awdi:’22 When 'Umar b. al-Khattab was stabbed,
it was suggested to him that he should appoint a successor.
‘"Whom shall I appoint caliph?”” was his reply. “If Abii ‘Ubaydah
b. al-Jarrah’?® were alive, I would appoint him, and if my Lord
questioned me, I would say, ‘ I heard Your prophet say that (Aba
‘Ubaydah) was the guardian of this community.’ If Salim, client

713. That is, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali. Five future caliphs had acted as the Prophet’s
secretaries: Aba Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthmin, ‘Ali, and Mu'awiyah. Abii Bakr was by
this time dead; "Umar is not talking of himself here; and Mu‘awiyah also is not
in question.

714. Arabic shiird, the council of six appointed by ‘Umar to decide on the
succession. See Ya'qubi, Tdrikh, II, 16o; Ibn al-Athir, al-Kdmil, 111, 32ff.; Ibn ‘Abd
Rabbih, ‘Iqd, IV, 2736f.; Bal'ami, Chronique, 11, 546ff.; Tantawi, Akhbdr, s3tif.
The reader's attention is aiso drawn to Abbott, Papyri, 8off. Pp. 83-87 in
particular include the different versions of the account of the council, with full
references.

715. It is not possible to identify this narrator with certainty.

716. He died in 150/767-776. See Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib, IV, 636.

717. Shahr b. Hawshab al-Ash’ari died ca. 112/730. See Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib, 1V,
369-—7a.

718. Abii Mikhnaf Lug b. Yahya died ca. 157/774. See U. Sezgin, Abii Mihnaf,
passim, Duri, Rise, 44ff., 143ff.; Rosenthal, Historiography, 70, 0.

719. An unidentified narrator. '

720. I read tentatively from the Leiden apparatus criticus Sahl b. Sa'd al-Sa‘idi
who died ca. 88/707. See Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib, 1V, 22ff.

721. It is not possible to identify this narrator with certainty.

722. ‘Amr b. Maymiin al-Awdi died ca. 75/694. See Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib, V1L,
109—10.

723. Abit ‘Ubaydah b. al-Jarrah was the famous Companion and military
leader on the Syrian front against the Byzantines. He died in Syria in 18/639,
shortltz after the conquest of Jerusalem by the Muslims. See Shaban, History, 31,
43; EI*, s.v. (Gibb).
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of Abii Hudhayfah,”?* were alive, I would appoint him, and if my
T.ord questioned me, I would say, ‘I heard your prophet say that
Salim loves God vehemently.’”” Someone said to ("Umar), “I can
point to someone, ‘Abdallah b. ‘Umar.” But ("Umar) replied,
"God curse you! You were not saying this for God's sake! You
wretch! How can I appoint caliph someone who has been unable
to divorce his wife! We have no desire [to get involved] in your
affairs. I have not found (the caliphate} so praiseworthy that I
should covet it for my own family. If things turn out well, we
shall have gained our reward from them; but if they tumn out
badly, then it is enough for the family of ‘Umar that [only] one
of them should be called to account and held responsible for
what happened to Muhammad’s community. I have striven and
have kept my own family out. If I succeed in coming out |of all
this] even, and no recompense |being given to me], I shall indeed
be happy. I shall look [into the matter]: if I do appoint a caliph,
then someone better than I has made the appointment; but if I
abandon [the idea], someone better than I has [already] done this.
God will never neglect His faith.””725

So (those with him) left and returned in the evening,
suggesting to the Commander of the Faithful that he draw up a
succession agreement. He replied, “I had decided after talking to
you that I would look [into the matter] and appoint someone
over you, the most suitable of you to bear you along the true
path.” And he indicated ‘Ali. [He continued}, “But I fell into a
swoon and saw a man who had entered a garden that he had
planted. He began to pick everything, both the young tender
plants and the mature ones, clutching them to him and putting
them beneath him. I knew that God was in control and was
taking ‘Umar into His mercy. I do not want to take on the
burden (of the caliphate), dead as well as alive. You should
[approach] that group of men who the Messenger of God said
are ‘among the people of paradise.’ Sa'id b. Zayd b. ‘Amr b.

724. Silim figures quite prominently in the early histories, but this is a
strange assertion. See Ibn Hisham, Sirah, 1, 479, 679, 708, etc.; Waqidi, Maghadzi,
I, 9, 148, 154, etc.

725. In the first instance, if he does appoint a caliph, Abi Bakr has already
done this. In the second, if he does not, Muhammad himself did not appoint a
caliph. Either way he has a precedent.
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Nufayl’?% is one of them. I am not bringing him into the matter,
but rather the following six: ‘Ali and ‘Uthmin, sons of ‘Abd
Manaf,’%” ‘Abd al-Rahman [b. ‘Awf] and Sa‘'d [b. Abi Wagqqas),
maternal uncles of the Messenger of God, al-Zubayr b. al-
‘Awwam, the true friend and cousin of the Messenger of God,
and Talhat al-Khayr b. ‘Ubaydallih.”?® Let them select one of
themselves. When they appoint a leader, [you all} should give
him good help and support. If he entrusts anyone of you with
authority, he should convey to him what is committed to his
care.” |

They left and al-‘Abbas’?® said to ‘Ali, “Do not get involved
with them.” He replied, “I do not like dissension [in our
family].” (Al-‘Abbas) said, “Then you will see something you
do not like!” When morning came, ‘Umar summoned ‘Alj,
‘Uthmin, Sa'd, ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. ‘Awf, and al-Zubayr b. al-
‘Awwam and said, I have looked into the matter and consider
you to be the chiefs and leaders of the people. This matter will
remain among you alone. When the Messenger of God died, he
was well pleased with you. I have no fears for you with the
people if you remain on the straight path. However, I do fear for
you if there is a difference of opinion among you and the people
then differ among themselves. Off you go to ‘A’ishah’s room,
with her permission, and deliberate. Choose one of you.” Then
he added, ‘Do not go to ‘A’ishah’s room; rather stay near at
hand.” He put down his head, exhausted by the loss of blood.

So they went in and held secret discussions. But then their
voices became raised and ‘Abdallih b. ‘Umar exclaimed loud
enough for ("Umar) to hear, “God heavens, the Commander of

726. Sa'id b. Zayd b. ‘Amr b. Nufayl, the brother-in-law of ‘Umar, who with
his wife, ‘Umar’s sister, was instramental in the future caliph’s embracing Islam.
He died ca. §1/671. See Ibn Hisham, Sirah, 1, 226, 253.

727. A reference to the fact that both belonged to Quraysh—as did the other
four—and represented both its lines through ‘Abd Manif, where the pedigree
split: ‘Ali was descended from 'Abd Manif through Hishim, whereas ‘Uthmin
was descended from ‘Abd Manif through ‘Abd Shams.

728. Al-Zubayr was the son of the Prophet’s paternal sunt. I detect no great

significance in his calling Talhah Talhat al-Khayr, which I take to be 2 way of
expreasing endearment.

29. Al-'Abbas b. ‘Abd al-Muttalib, the uncle of both the Prophet and ‘Ali. See
EP, s.v. (Watt).
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